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photograph reality rather than reflect it. This frigid
character of language is regrettable but it has its utili-
tarian purposes. It is probably the only way in which
man, with his linear consciousness, can get a grip of
fluid reahty Language, as it develops, shows more
and more of this false permanence, till we arrive at
the Platonic Ideas, Eternal and Perfect Words. Their
eternity and perfection is simply the permanence of
print and paper. If you coin a word or write a symbol
to describe an entity or event, the word will remain
* eternally * unchanged even while the entity has
changed and the event is no longer present. This per-
manence is part of the inescapable nature of symbolism,
which is expressed in the rules of logic It is one of
the strange freaks of the human mind that it has sup-
posed that reahty must obey the rules of logic, whereas
the correct view is that symbolism by its very nature
has certain rules, expressed in the laws of logic, and
these are nothing to do with the process of reahty,
but represent the nature of the symbolic process itself.
The artist experiences this discrepancy between
language and reahty as follows : he has had an intense
experience of a rose and wishes to communicate his
experience to his fellows in words. He wishes to say,
61 saw a rose'. But' rose * has a definite social meaning,
or group of meanings, and we are to suppose that he
has had an experience with the rose which does not
correspond to any of society's previous experiences of
roses, embodied 111 the word and its history. His
experience of the rose is therefore the negation of the